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LITTLEMOOR MILL, WHALLEY ROAD, CLITHEROE, BB71PW

(01200) 423061  (  info@briandentltd.co.uk  (  www.briandentltd.co.uk

Vehicle Walk Around Check Procedure

Allow plenty of time to check your vehicle is safe before you drive and remember this counts as working time. 
If your vehicle is not safe, you risk an incident, probation, fine and penalty points on your licence.
1. Insert your Driver Card and Select ‘Other Work’ before starting your vehicle walkaround inspection.

DO NOT move the vehicle before completing the following checks for at least 10 minutes

2. Complete the Following Sections on a new page within the vehicles Defect Report Book:

· Vehicle/Trailer No:

· Name

· Date

· Time

· Odometer Reading

Then start your walk around vehicle check.

3. Fuel / Oil / Fluid Leaks:

· Check that your vehicle has got sufficient fuel in for your journey ahead.

· Check that the filler cap is fitted correctly.

· Turn on the engine and check underneath the vehicle for any fuel or oil leaks.

4. Diesel Exhaust Fluid (AdBlue)

Check that your diesel vehicle has enough AdBlue diesel exhaust fluid and top up if necessary

5. Body and Wings Security:

Check that:

· All fastening devices work

· Cab doors and trailer ramps are secure when closed

· Body panels are secure and not likely to fall off

· Landing legs (If fitted) are secure and not likely to fall off while driving

· Sideguards and rear under-run guards are fitted if required, and they’re not insecure or damaged.

6. Security and condition of cab, doors and steps

Check that:

· Cab mountings and tilt devices are secure

· Body panels are secure and not likely to fall off

· All doors operate as required and secure when closed

· Steps are secure and safe to use

7. Coupling Security (If applicable):

Check that your vehicle is securely attached to you trailer and that the:

· Trailer is located correctly in the fifth wheel or coupling

· Secondary locking devices are in the correct position
8. Tyres / Wheels and Wheel Fixings:

Check that:

· the tyres and wheels are secure

· the tyres have a tread depth of at least 1mm

· the tyres are inflated correctly

· there are no deep cuts in the tyre’s sidewall

· there is no cored visible anywhere on the tyre

· all wheel nuts are tight enough – you can check if wheel nut indicators (if fitted) have moved to do this

· there are no objects or debris trapped between the twin wheels

9. Battery Security (if easily accessible):

Check that your battery is:

· Secure

· In good condition

· Not leaking

10. Brakes:

Check that:

· Couplings are free from debris and are in the right place

· There are no leaks

· There is no damage or wear to the brake lines

· The brake discs are free from debris and not damaged

· The parking brake for the trailer works

· There is no debris around the brake pedal

· That you can press the brake pedal down

· Check that the ABS / EBS warning lights are not showing on the dash

After the initial brake test, leave the engine running to pressure can build up. This will make it easier to hear any leaks as you carry out the rest of the walkaround check.

11. Coupling Security (If applicable):

Check that your vehicle is securely attached to you trailer and that the:

· Trailer is located correctly in the fifth wheel or coupling

· Secondary locking devices are in the correct position

12. Electrical Connections (If applicable):

Check each connection and make sure that all:

· Visible wiring is insulated

· Visible wiring is not likely to get caught or damaged

· All electrical trailer couplings are connected securely

· All electrical switches work correctly
13. Air Build-Up / Leaks:

Check that:

· The air builds up correctly and warning system works

· There are no air leaks

· The footwell is clear

· The service brake operates both the tractor and trailer brakes (if applicable)

· The parking brake for the trailer works (if applicable)

· The service brake pedal does not have excessive side play or missing, loose or incomplete anti-slip tread

14. Spray Suppression Devices:

If spray suppression flaps are required, check that they are:

· Fitted

· Secure

· Not damaged

· Not clogged with mud or debris

15. Vehicle Height / Load Security (Condition)

Check that:

· The correct vehicle height is displayed on the vehicle height marker in the cab – Remember the height can change when loaded or unloaded.

· Check that the load does not move and is not likely to move

· Make sure you use the tight type of load securing system for the load

· If you’re not happy with how the load is secured or how stable is it, ask the person in charge of vehicle safety to: 

· Get a competent person to assess it

· Reload or resecure it if necessary

16. Excessive Engine Smoke

Check that the exhaust does not emit an excessive amount of smoke

17. Registration Plates:

Check that the number plate is not:

· Broken or incomplete

· Incorrect or spaced incorrectly

· Dirty

· Faded

· Covered over by anything

18. Operator’s Licence

Check that the operator’s licence blue disc is visible in the windscreen

19. Reflectors / Markers

Check that the reflectors (including side Reflectors) are not:

· Missing

· Broken

· Insecure

· Fitted incorrectly

· The wrong colour

· Obscured by dirt or other debris

Check that the vehicle’s markings (including conspicuity markings) are:

· The right colour

· Visible

· Securely fastened

· Not obscured by dirt or other objects

20. Other Equipment

· Check any vehicle specific items – such as loading straps & blocks – to ensure that all are present and in good condition

21. Cab Interior / Seat Belts (Condition):

Check that:

· Cab interior is clean and free of litter

Check that seatbelts:

· Do not have any cuts, damage or fraying that may stop them from working

· Stay secure when you plug them in

· Retract against you when fitted, and fully retract when you take them off

22. Dashboard, Warning Lamps / MIL (If required)

Check that all of these are working correctly:

· Instruments

· Gauges 

· Warning Lights – including the engine warning, emissions system, anti-lock system (ABS) and electronic braking system (EBS)

23. Tachograph / Sufficient Print Rolls:

Check that:

· The tachograph is working

· There are at least TWO spare tachograph rolls in the interior of the vehicle. If you change the roll within your duty time, YOU must ensure that YOU place a new roll in the vehicle.

24. Steering / Brakes (Inc. ABS / EBS):

Check that the steering wheel:

· Moves properly and that the power-assisted steering works correctly

· Has no excessive play

· Does not jam

· Check that there’s no excessive lift or movement in the steering column

25. Mirrors / Glass / Visibility

Check that:

· The windscreen is not cracked, scratched or discoloured

· Check that the windscreen and front side windows are not excessively tinted

· Check that all mirrors are in place and not damaged, missing glass, obscured or insecure

· If a camera system is used, check that it works and the view is correct

· Check that no objects get in the way of your front view – as a general rule, there should be nothing in the swept area of the windscreen wipers.

26. Lights / Indicators / Side Repeaters

Check that:

· All lights and indicators work correctly

· All lenses are fitted, clean and the right colour

· Stop lamps come on when you apply the service brake and go our when you release it

· Marker lights are fitted and work

You may need someone to help you check that the lights work.

27. Wipers / Washers / Horn

Check that:

· The windscreen wipers work and they are not missing, damaged or worn

· Check that the windscreen washer is working and you have sufficient wash fluid 

· Check that the horn works and is easily accessible from the driver’s seat

28. Record and Report the Result of your check:

· Find during the daily walkaround check

· Become aware of during your journey

· Record ‘nil’ defects if you do not find any.

· Hand pink copy of the record into to the office at the end of your duty.

If you become aware of defects during your journey

Find the first safe & appropriate place to stop and assess your vehicle and report any defects you become aware of during your journey to the office immediately.

You must get dangerous defects fixed before you continue your journey

YOU can get an unlimited fine and a prison sentence for using an HGV in a dangerous condition.
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