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Brian Dent Limited - Drivers Responsibilities for Daily Walk Around Checks and Defect Reporting

Daily Walk Around Checks

A responsible person must undertake a daily walk around check before a vehicle is used. As a driver, DVSA recommend this check is carried out before you first drive the vehicle on the road each day. Where more than one driver will use the vehicle during the day. The driver taking charge of a vehicle should make sure it is roadworthy and safe to drive by carrying out their own walk around check.

The check should consist of a walk around look over the whole vehicle or combination. On multi-trailer operations a walk around check should be made on each trailer being used. The walk around check should cover the external condition, ensuring in particular that the lights, tyres, wheel fixings, bodywork, trailer coupling, load security and ancillary equipment are serviceable.  The company policy and procedure for carrying out a daily walk around checks must be followed.

Driver Defect Reporting

As the driver, you are responsible for the condition of your vehicle when in use on the road.  Any defects found during the daily walk around check, while the vehicle is in use or on its return to base must be the subject of a written report by you which must also be communicated to your manager. The company policy and procedure for reporting defects must be followed.

Drivers Responsibilities and Duty of Staff

It is a driver’s legal responsibility to carry out a daily walk around check and report any defects that are found during those checks. Drivers share the responsibility for the vehicle’s roadworthiness with the operator. Drivers may be fined or prosecuted for the existence of defects found on the vehicles they drive if they are considered partly or wholly responsible for the existence of them. It is extremely important that Brian Dent Limited maintains an effective safety inspection programme and you as a driver have certain duties and responsibilities regarding the safe operation of the company’s vehicles.

Vehicle Check Instructions

At the commencement of your shift, you are obliged to carry out a check of your vehicle/trailer using the Daily Vehicle Defect Report form before leaving the premises. Any defects identified should be reported and assessed as to whether or not the defect should be rectified before leaving the operation centre or rectified upon return.

Note: Under no circumstances should a vehicle be allowed to leave the operation centre with a defect that could be considered safety related or which could attract a prohibition notice or fixed penalty if checked by law enforcement bodies.

Only when you are satisfied that your vehicle, in your opinion, is in a safe and roadworthy condition should you commence your journey after filling in your defect report and signing your Daily Vehicle Defect Report. If there are no defects found during the vehicle check you must write ‘nil’ in the defect box to confirm this.  

Once your journey has commenced and throughout your period of duty you must continue to monitor the vehicle and trailer for any defects. Any defects discovered must be recorded on the Daily Vehicle Defect Report and submitted at the end of your duty period or upon return to the operation centre. If a defect is found which is safety related or which could attract a prohibition notice or fixed penalty by law enforcement bodies which would need to be rectified immediately needs to be communicated to your manager as soon as possible. 

I confirm that I have been made aware of my legal responsibilities and obligations regarding carrying out daily walk around checks and the reporting of defects found, and I am aware of the company policy and procedures regarding these and declare my acceptance to the instructions outlined above.

If I have questions about daily walk around checks or defect reporting or Brian Dent Limited’s policy and procedures, I understand it is my responsibility to seek clarification from my manager.
Sign ___________________________________

Print ___________________________________                 Date ___________________________
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